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Atsugi City Museum 2026 Special Exhibition Guidelines

1. Title: Special Exhibition "Learning about the Late Edo and Meiji Periods through Ernest Satow,
F. Beato, Lafcadio Hearn, and Kyosai"

2. Purpose:

In the late Edo period, foreign ships appeared along Japan's coast, demanding trade. The Edo
Shogunate did not allow foreign ships to enter its ports, but eventually, Commodore Perry arrived,
and the Treaty of Peace and Amity between Japan and the United States was signed, leading to
the "opening of the country.” The national system changed, the Shogunate came to an end, and
the Meiji era of modernization began.

To rapidly modernize Japan, the Meiji government invited foreign experts, known as "hired
foreigners-Oyatoi Gaikookujin," to bring the latest technologies and ideas from Europe and
America. At the same time, Japan opened Yokohama port to trade, and Yokohama became a
modern city symbolizing modernization.

Atsugi City was within the area where foreigners who came to Yokohama could move around
without a permit. Therefore, it is acknowledged that foreigners also visited Atsugi city. Among them
was Ernest Satow, the first Japanese Minister to the United Kingdom.

This exhibition, primarily through art, explores Atsugi city and its foreign residents at the time, the
rapidly changing new era, and the people who faced these changes.

3. Exhibition Period: From July 18th (Sat) to September 23rd (Wed/Holiday), 2026 (61 days)
(1) Phase I: From July 18th (Sat) to August 9th (Sun) (22 days)

(2) Phase II: From August 10th (Mon) to August 30th (Sun) (21 days)

(3) Phase lll: From September 1st (Tue) to September 23rd (Wed/Holiday) (23 days)
(Exhibition change on August 10th and September 1st)

4. Venue:
Atsugi City Museum, Special Exhibition Room and Hall

5. Exhibits (Special Exhibition Room) - See attached document

Atsugi City Museum materials

Works by Kawanabe Kyosai from Kai Shuzaburo Collection owned by Noboru Fujita
Yokohama Port Opening Museum materials

Diplomatic Archives materials

Lafcadio Hearn Memorial Museum materials

Tochigi Prefecture Office Materials

6. Related Lectures: 3 sessions

7. Related Events

(1) Exhibition Explanation: 3 sessions

(2) Workshop: 1 session

(3) British, Irish, and Greek Exhibition (Product Exhibition)
(4) Visit to the GREECE Embassy

8. Printed Materials: 1,200 copies of the exhibition catalog, posters, flyers, and exhibition materials
catalog.

9. Public Relations:
Atsugi City Newsletter 3 times, July 15th issue, August 15th issue and September 15th issue



(Column: Curator's Recommendation)
City website; Digital signage; Facebook and Instagram owned by Atsugi City
11. Organizer: Atsugi City

12. Supporters (Planned): British Embassy, British Council, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Irish
Embassy, Greek Embassy



