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Sagami Nlngyo Shibai
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About Sagami Ningyo Shibai -

From the Edo period to Meiji, there were 15 ningyo shibai (puppet theatre)
locations in the Sagami province. Five theatres continue their tradition to date:
Hayashi za and Hase za in Atsugi, Shimonaka za in Odawara, Sakitori za in
Hiratsuka and Ashigara za in Ashigara cities.

At the end of the Edo period, ningyo shibai (the common name for ningyo
joruri) spread throughout Japan. Sagami ningyo shibai, too, became a familiar
local entertainment. All five puppet theatres are designated as intangible cultural
heritage by either the Japanese national government or Kanagawa prefecture.

The distinguishing characteristic.of the Sagami ningyo shibai is sanninzukai (the
three person method) in which each puppet is controlled by three puppeters:
omozukai (the main puppeteer controlling the right hand and head) , hidarizukai
(the left-side puppeteer controlling the left hand) and ashizukai (the third
puppeteer controlling the legs) . The other characteristic is teppou zashi (holding
the gun method) -'a method where the puppet handled in a way resembling that
of handling a gun.
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Hayashi za

A puppet theatre of the Hayashi district in Atsugi City.

The exact time of establishment is unknown, but it is estimated to be around
280 years ago. In the latter half of the Edo period, a famous Osaka puppeteer
named: Yoshida Asaemon, was appointed as the puppet master and continued to
instruct the theatre until the Meiji era. In those days, the theatre used to be
called The Hayashi Puppet Theatre or The Yoshida Ren (The Yoshida Troupe).

Hayashi za currently has 51 kashira.
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Hase za

A puppet theatre of the Hase district in Atsugi City.

Hase za began 300 years ago, after a master puppeteer from Awaji Island had
taught his craft to the locals. Awaji-style okina (old-man noh masks) for
shikisanbaso screenplays kept at the local Segi-jinjya Shrine support this theory.

From the end of the Edo period to the Meiji era, the puppeteers were trained by
masters from Osaka and Edo, and the shows were actively performed inside and
outside the city even after the Second World War. There was later a stage when
it was difficult to continue the performances due to a decrease in the number of
puppeteers, but thanks to the cooperation of the city and the local community,
Hase za is currently
' ~operating with 15

puppeteers.

- Hase za possesses
56 kashira (puppet
- heads) at the

_moment, many

made by in-house
: puppeteers.
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Shimonaka za

A puppet theatre of the Odake district in Odawara City.
It is believed that in the middle of the Edo period the puppeteers from the then
so called Odake Puppet Theatre got trained by puppeteers from the Kansai area,
travelling to'Edo. During the same period, the functioning of the theatre was
prohibited by the Tenpo reforms. However, it is said that the performers
continued practicing hid from the shogunate in ancient horizontal tombs, called

yokoana koufun.

Shimonaka za currently possesses 92 kashira.
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Sakitori za

A puppet theatre of the Shinomiya district in Hiratsuka City.

It is said that theatre started around the middle of the Edo period and was
known as The Shinomiya Puppet Theatre at the time. Many kashira and
costumes were burned down in the fire of 1902, but puppeteers went to
Osaka and acquired new ones.

For a while, the puppet theatre was unable to function, but it was
reconstructed in 1952 under the name of Sa_kitori za, after the
Sakitori-jinjya Shrine which is believed to house the wjigami (local gods) of
Shinomiya.Currently, 50 kashira are used at the Sakitori za.
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Ashigara za

A puppet theatre of thé Madarame district in Minémi-Ashigafa City.
The theatre began in the middle of the Edo period, after a master puppeteer
from Awa (now Tokushima prefecture) had taught his craft to the locals. It

‘was known as the Fukuzawamura Madarame Puppet Theatre at the time.
~Entering the Showa period, Ashigara za faced a period during which it was
unable to function. However, thanks to the efforts of many people, The

Madarame Puppet Theatre Preservation Association was formed and

' Ashigara za established.

Ashigara za currently possesses 66 kashira, some of which are extremely

valuable;
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Sagami Ningyo Shibai Rengokai

Havyashi za
Hase za
Shimonaka za
Sakitori za

Ashigara za

Atsugi City Board of Education
Odawara City Board of Education
Hiratsuka City Board of Education

Minamiashigara City Board of Education
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